The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
December 31, 2006

: Stewardship Thought for the Week _
~ The first reading for today, the Feast of the Holy Family,
¢ provides a challenging blueprint for the good

- stewardship of our family relationships. How do |

~ measure up?

Mass Intentions For the Week

Monday, January 1, 2007 — Mary, Mother of God
9:30 am (St. Joseph’s) Margaret Peschel
Tuesday, January 2

8:15 am (St. Mary’s) Laura Plachy
Wednesday, January 3

8:15 am (St. Joseph’s) Ellen Minshall
Thursday, January 4

8:15 am (St. Mary’s) St. Mary’s Council of Catholic Women
Friday, January 5

8:15 am (St. Joseph’s) Irene Digmann
Saturday, January 6

4:00 pm (St. Joseph’s) Jill St. Clair

5:30 pm (St. Mary’s) Jim Langer
Sunday, January 7 — Epiphany of the Lord

9:00 am (St. Joseph’s) Heinie Burbach
10:30 am (St. Mary’s) Parishioners
12:30 pm (St. Mary’s) Misa en espafiol

Food For The Poor
*““As often as you did it to one of the least of My brothers
and sisters, you did it to Me.” (Matthew 25: 40)
Food for the Poor was founded on the basis of this Gospel.
They seek out the poorest of the poor in 16 different
countries, aiding some of the most destitute. In each face
is seen the living Christ, who is hungry, thirsty, astranger
and naked. Their ministry focuses on the greatest needs of
the dedtitute. Just as our Lord served those society
ignored, Food For The Poor isthere: feeding the hungry,
building water wells for thirsty villages, building houses
for the homeless, aiding the impoverished elderly, raising
orphans in a loving atmosphere of Christian discipline,
healing the sick or overcoming illiteracy by supporting
schools.
Fr. Michael Goodavisch will be representing Food For The
Poor at St. Joseph and St. Mary of the Nativity Parisheson
the weekend of January 20 and 21, 2007. Hewill preach at
al the Masses.

Next Sunday’s Scripture Readings
January 7, 2006
“Epiphany of the Lord”

Isaiah 60: 1-6 Ephesians 3: 2-3, 5-6,
Matthew 2: 1-12

Monday, January 1 - Feast of Mary,
Mother of God (New Year’s Day)

Because it falls on aMonday thisyear, New Year's
Day does not carry an obligation to attend Mass. For

: Faith Sharing Groups
| Father Ron will meet with the two groups at St.

| Joseph School at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, January 9
- and Wednesday, January 10

those who wish to begin the new year with Mass,
there will be a9:30 am Mass at St. Joseph’s on that
day. What better way to start the new year by
honoring Mary as the Mother of God!

Coming Events
Sunday, January 7

9:00 am (M) St. Mary Religious Ed grades PreK to 6

New Envelopes for 2007
Members of both parishes should check the tablesin
the Church entry for your 2007 envelopes. Please
pick them up asyou leave. Thank you.

Wednesday, January 10
3:30 pm (W) St. Joseph Religious Ed grades 1-5
7:00 pm (M) St. Mary Religious Ed grades 7-11

(W) = at St. Joseph’s (M) = at St. Mary’s

Liturgical Roles — January 6 and 7, 2007

Eucharistic Ministers Servers Lectors

4:00 pm (W) Charles Crave, Joni
Crave,
and Cathy Drenoske
5:30 pm (M) Jane Cree, Jo Heiman,
and Mary Gullickson
9:00am (W) Ginny Hoffman, Lauri
Herrin and Carol Otte
10:30 am (M) Rondaand Marlin Hensler
and Heidi Knapton

ih

4:00 pm (W) G. Janzen and J. Bergan
5:30 pm (M) Claire and Erin James
9:00 am (W) M. Miller and R. Lauth
10:30 am (M) S. and B. Thering

Greeters

4:00 pm (W) Tom and Carol Herried

5:30 pm (M) John Annen and Anne
Behan

9:00 am (W) Stephanie Kleckner
Family

10:30 am (M) J. Boebel and D. Noel

4:00 pm (W) Ken Deans
5:30 pm (M) James Behan
9:00 am (W) Ann Hundt
10:30 am (M) Barb Kloepping

Ushers
4:00 pm (W) Matt and Jim Janzen
5:30 pm (M) Don and Mike Pache
9:00 am (W) Eugene Zimbric and
Raobert Crosby
10:30 am (M) Mulhern Family




NEWS

NEWS

St. Mary of the Nativity St. Joseph
Parish Parish
Sacrificial Giving —December 25, 2006 Sacrificial Giving — December 24, 2006
Envelopes: $1,846.00 Envelopes: $1,814.00
Offertory: $525.93 Offertory: $189.00
$2,371.93 $2,003.00
o World Missions: 5.00
Vigil Lights: 15.00 Diocesan Services Appeal: 75.00
Advertising: 400.00 Christmas Offering: 110.00
Christmas Offering: 1,670.00 Tuition Assistance: 850.00
Bless Our Priests Endowment: 540.00 Bless Our Priests: 355.00
Council of Catholic Women: 500 Sacrificial Giving — Christmas 2006
. Envelopes: $4,010.00
Thank You for Your Gift! Offertory- $502.00
. . $4,512.00
TN ) Chrlstmas Memorlals T Religious Retirement: 10.00
v December 2006 / Christmas Offering: 1,155.00
Donations were given for our Christmas flowers, plants Bless Our Priests: 185.00
and decorations in memory of beloved family members, Thank You for Your Gift!

relatives, and friend of our parishioners. Thank you to
everyone who donated.

John and Edna Stunteebek, Leonard Stuntebeck,
Lafie and Nancy James, John, Josephine and
Kenneth Dorshorst, Edwin and Olva Y elk, Renee
Witkowski, Frank Kuemmel, Opal Schilling,
Father Art Nikolai, Mary Annen, Joe
McCarville, Charlene Roethle, Yvonne DeMars,
Augie and Dottie Halberslaben, John and Clara
Koskubar, Henry and Anna Marks, Albert and
Lucille Ludkey, Irvin Schultz, Raymond
Sahczinski, Sr., and the parents of Terry and
Mary Gullickson

Altar Sodality Meeting Cancelled
The Altar Sodality meeting scheduled for January 2,
2007 has been cancelled.

Thank You!!

e George Hatzinger wishesto thank the
Knights of Columbus for sponsoring the
benefit breakfast at St. Mary’sin
December. George has been able to
continue therapy and is making progress.
He aso wishes to thank all who supported
him by coming to the breakfast. He
appreciates everyone' s prayers.

e Our thanksto all who helped to make the
Christmas Masses in both parishes
beautiful celebrations. To all who put in
hours decorating the churches, preparing
the music and assisting at the liturgiesin
any way — thank you very much. You
hel ped to make the celebration of the
Lord’ s birth very special for all of us.

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph

Thefirst image of acréche can be
traced to the end of the fourth
century. Itisfound onthewall of a
burial chamber of a Christian family
in Rome. The créche, or
manger/nativity scene, which we
know today, is associated with Saint
Francis (twelfth century). One
Christmas Eve he gathered with hisfriars and people
from the small town of Greccio, not far from Assisi.
There he created alife-size depiction of the manger
scene of Christ’sbirth. We are told that Francis
received avision of the Christ child appearing to himin
the crib of this scene.

As an image of the manger scene, the créche serves as
apicture of the great mystery of the Incarnation. Ina
way, it is the whole mystery of the Incarnation in one
image: Christ became flesh (represented by the Christ
child with his parents, Mary and Joseph) and was born
into the world (the crib and the manger), to call people
of every race and nation (the shepherds rubbing elbows
with the magi), and to unite all creation (the ox, ass,
and sheep) with heaven (the star or the angel).

The power of the crecheisinits ability to draw us into
this scene depicting the mystery of the Incarnation: God,
in human form, entering our world, coming among us as

one of usin the most vulnerable form, that of a child.
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